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INTRODUCTION

Amanda Weise, Ecological Programs CoordinatortierNew England Wild Flower Society
(NEWFS) along with Conservation Fellows; Luke Davis, Tom Grove, andsGuhorn
conducted a botanicalrveyof WalcottWoods(Walcott Street Extensioarcels A and Bior
theMaynard Conservation Commission on Jul{ 15013 This uniqueproperty is a small
sububanurbanparcel,located a quagt-mile from the heart of downtown Maynar@he parcel
contains approximately 0. #geres oimesic foresand open meadotabitat(figure 1)

The site is currently unmanaged, but is being considered for aipbtestoration project to
maintainhabitatspace fonative plant speciewhile providing recreational space for Maynard
residents.

The purpose of the botanical survey was to 1) documeimvhsiveplant species occurring
throughout the propertyand2) make management suggeas based upon these findindgse
survey additiondy identified native plant species addcumentedhaturalhabitats.
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Figurel. Adapted taxmapof Walcott Woods locatedn Walcott Street
Extersion (Maynard Massachusetts
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METHODS

The property was visitedne timeon July 158", 2013. The progrty was survegdon foot from
8:30am to 1:00 pnusing arandom meandesamplingtechnique This samplingtechniques an
effective method for detecting narative invasiveplant species angell suited for a parcel of
this size (Huebner 2007)Common plantsvere identifiedas they wee encountered using
wildflower andgrass guides. More diffult specimens were keyed out in the field ustiga
Novae AngliagdHaines 2011 For many graminoidspecimens were collected for identification
under microscope.

Pl ants were considered invasiwve, 6 fol i Spedemtsi
i nv as ArvEvaluatiomof NoiNative Plant Species for Invasiveness in Massachusetts, with
annotated lis(Massachusetts Invasivdant Advisory Group, 2005)A complete list of

references is given at the end of this document.

RESULTS
Plant Species

A total of 77 plant species were observadwWalcott Woods Appendix 1 provides a list ahese
species by growth habit (hexderns & allies graminoids, shrubs & trees Nomenclature
follows Flora Novae Anglia¢Haines, 201)L The list include89 herbaceous forb species ¥b1
of all species)5 ferns or fern allies (6%); 26 shrubs or tree94B3B graminoids (16). Of
theseb2 are native specig$8%) and25 are nonnative specie€32%). Tenof these nomative
species aretatelisted as invasivél3%).

Fourforbs, one ferpand two treesvere not keyed to the species level due to lack of flowing
structures essential for identificatioRercent values were rounded up to the nearest.tenth

DISCUSSION

Walcott Woodsis auniqueparcelwith seminaturalmesicforest a forested perennial stream

andopen meadovmabtats(figure 2). The property idocatedi n a & rhlae/tiwmeeen sever e
developed lots and divided by aveg-eas flowing perennial streamThe majority of the

property is shaded undedanse mature treeanopy dominated by Maay mapé (Acer

plataniode$. Silver maple Acer sacharinum andboxelder(Acernegundg are also abundant

in the canopy andreindicars of wet soils. Sugar mapl€Acer saccharui butternut Juglans

cineregd, andbasswoodTilia americang were also identifieth the forest, whiclhrive in

nutrient rich soilgfigures3 & 5). A flat open meadow habitat is situated on the northeast corner

of the parcel and is dominated by graminoids weddyherbaceous plants commonly found in

waste places druman influeced landscapesigure 5).
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The site is heavily influenced by abutting residential properties and yearssité ahsturbance;
factors which have likely lead to introductions of nmative and invasive plant species. With
prioritized management of invMas and major nomative plant species, the site can provide a

valuable community recreation space while maintaimmgortant subtbanurbanforestand
meadow habitats.
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Figure2. cott Woodsabitat locations.
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Figure4. Walcot Woods mesic foreststreamside sloped bank. Large, matém butternut tree, right.
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Figure5. Walcat Woods open meadohabitat

Recommendations for Management

OpenMeadow

The meadow communitig most impacted bgon-nativeinvasiveplant species at the forest
edge thereforemanagement efforts should focus on systematicaityovingplants of highst
concernin this area TheseincludeNorway maple Acer plataniodes Japanese barberry
(Berberis thunberg)i non-nativehoneysucklespeciegLoniceraspp), multiflora rose Rosa
multiflora), Oriental bittersweetGelastrus orbiculatus European buckthoriRhamnus
catharticg, as well as seedlings of glossy buckthdfrafgula alnu3 (figure 6).

Non-nativewhite nulberry(Morus albg is al® found throughout this areaAlthough ths
species is not invasivéhe MaynardConservatiorCommissiorshouldconsider its removals it
exhibits invasive characteristics and can become weedy itogexdéurban sites.
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